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were all inclined to regard the tale as a geographical
myth, referring to a time when the valley was a lake.
The soil is so evenly placed here, as also in the vale
of Srinagar, that there is no room to doubt that it
really was once a lake, and that geologically speak-
ing, at no distant epoch. Are myths like this of
Agastyamuni, dim memories of something seen by
primitive man, or are they a kind of Physical Geo-
graphy,  deliberately  invented  for  educational
purpose? The last suggestion does not sound so
absurd at the place itself, as it certainly does on
paper. At Agastyamuni, for the first time, we found
the temple enclosing a square which once contained
the village, and even now held several dharmsalas.
We had seen this square already in the temple of
Kamaleswara, but there it was within a building in a
large town ; it did not itself stand as the principal
feature, and constitute what was evidently the old
market-place. The fields about Agastyamuni were
very beautiful. Great trees offered shadow here and
there, and pebble banks ran by the side of the road,
as we left the place next day. Under a great bo, we
found a number of exquisitely beautiful images,
gathered together as a Kshetra-Pal. These attested
the old importance of the place. But the heart of
the whole was the temple. The great court, they
told us, was the scene of Agastyamuni *s tapasya, and
he was commemorated by an image in the principal
chapel. But there was a strong guddee in the middle
with a smaller seat beside it, which the people re-